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Kayo Washio

Washio began her career at Wowow, Japan's leading pay TV broadcaster, with double duties: She worked in
the company's sales division, taking titles to international markets, and she acted as an interviewer for
Wowow's movie channel, hosting sit-downs with A-list Hollywood stars as they introduced their projects to

the Japanese audience.

As her relationships in the U.S. flourished, she arranged for Wowow to co-produce a number of prestigious
documentary projects, such as Martin Scorsese's The New York Review of Books: A 50 Year Argument and
Robert Redford and Wim Wenders' six-part TV series Cathedrals of Culture. Washio also got Wowow
involved in co-producing high-profile Hollywood titles, such as HBO Max's Japan-set yakuza thriller Tokyo

Vice, which was recently renewed for a second season.

Of her proudest achievements over the past year, Washio says she was gratified to see lobbying efforts to
the Japanese government pay off, with Tokyo Vice receiving a first-of-its-kind $700,000 location incentive,
but most of all that the Japanese audience found the show to be culturally authentic - still a rarity for much

Japan-set Hollywood content.
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